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Emperors was concluded in 1669,
Shivaji was not a party to the treaty then made between the
Bijapur kings and the Moghul commanders, but in consideration
of the good understanding then prevalent between the Viceroy of
the Deccan and Shivaji, his claims to chouth and sardeshmukhi,
which had been several times urged by him before, were in 1669
for the first time recognized by the kings of Golconda and Bijapur,
who agreed to pay respectively five and three lakhs of rupees to
Shivaji in lieu of those claims. This recognition must have been
the result of an understanding arrived at between the parties, in-
cluding the Moghul commanders in the Deccan. Shiva ji's posi-
tion in 1669 was thus considerably strengthened. He got back
his Jahagirs and most of the hill-forts. He secured a mansab and
a Jahagir from the emperor, and he further secured the recog-
nition of his claims to levy chauth and sardeshmukhi from the
Mahomedan kingdoms in the Deccan, With these advantages,
Shivaji was enabled to carry on with greater chances of success
the war when it was forced upon him by Aurangzeb*s violation of
the understanding that had been established in 1667. Aurangzeb
ordered his son, the Deccan Viceroy, to apprehend Shivaji by force
or stratagem under penalty of his severe displeasure. Prataprao
Gujar, who was stationed at Aurangabad with his contingent of
Maratha horse, obtained news of this intended treachery, and
managed to escape. Shivaji thus found himself again face to face
with the whole power of the Emperor of Delhi. The necessity of
self-defence suggested the recapture of Sinhagad which had for the
last five years been garrisoned by Rajputs in the,imperial service.
Tanaji Malusare led the attack, and scaled the walls, with his three-
hundred Mavlis, at dead of night, and effected the entrace, but
only to meet death at the hands of the garrison. His brother
Suryaji completed the work with heroism worthy of the great
sacrifice his brother Tanaji had offered in his own person for the
cause of his country. Purandar, Mahuli, Karnala, Lohgad and
Junnar were carried by storm. Jangira was attacked, but the
Siddis were able by their superior strength on the sea to hold their
forts. Surat was plundered a second time. It was on his return
from Surat that Shivaji was overtaken by the Moghul commanders
in pursuit of him, and though greatly outnumbered, the Maratha
horse succeeded not only in sending their plunder safe to Raigad,
but in routing the pursuers with heavy loss. Prataprao Gtijar enter-
ed Khandesh, levying contributions throughout the District and
penetrated further east into the Berars. This was the first occasion
when sardeshmukhi and chouth were levied from provinces sub-
ject to the Delhi Emperors. Moropant Peshwa also in 1671 took